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Go after Saeed:
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Govt determined not to allow US move on
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India must watch Pak dynamic
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SPORT
IPL begins,
CSKvs Ml today

he January night Raisina Hill was
pooked: Two key Army units moved
owards Delhi without notifying Govt

Army called it routine fog-time exercise but so deep is distrust, so many questions
around the movement, that alarm bells rang at highest levels in Govt

SHEKHAR GUPTA
with RITU SARIN &
PRANAB DHAL SAMANTA
NEW DELHI, APRIL3

HIS s a story you would tell
I with extreme care and caution.
But it so starkly characterises
the current state of top-level politico-
military relations that it is a folly to
keep it under wraps, as the entire es-
tablishment has tried to do for a full
11weeks now.

It has also taken this team of The
Indian Express reporters that long to
establish the story and the dramatic
developments during, say, about 18
very difficult hours on January 16-17
carlier this year.

While many, including the spokes-
men for the defence establishment,
say it was much ado about nothing
(seebow), itis astory of a most unusual
night when Raisina Hill was spooked
asnever before in peace time.

Essentially, late on the night of
January 16 (the day Army Chief Gen-
eral V K Singh approached the
Supreme Court on his date of birth is-
sue), central intelligence agencies re-
ported an unexpected (and non-noti-
fied) movement by a key military unit,
from the mechanised infantry based
in Hisar (Haryana)
33rd Armoured Div
part of 1 Corps, a strike formation
based in Mathura and commanded
by Lt Gen. A K Singh) in the direc-
tion of the capital, 150 km away.

Any suspicion was still consid-
ered much too implausible, but look-
outs were alerte routine step.
This was part of a protocol put in
place in June 1984 when some muti-
neers from Sikh units had moved to-
wards the capital in the wake of Op-
eration Bluestar.

The lookouts confirmed the
movement of what looked like a
sizeable unit. It was soon identified
as an entire unit of MLChdﬂ]SLd In-
fantry, with its Rus le Ar-

informed at the crack of dawn on Jan-
uary 17. Quiet checks carried out on
the location and status of key form:
tions and their commanders, partic-
ularly in the northwestern region, re-
vealed nothing abnormal at_all.
Defence Secretary Shashi Kant
Sharma was asked to cut short his
visit to Malaysia. He returned.
After the briefing, he opened his
office late at night and asked Lt G
A K Choudhary, Director General
Military Operations, to see him and
explain what was going on. Gen.
Choudhary, it seems, knew about the
move of the Paras (the Para Brigade is
controlled directly by the DGMO)
and said it was a routine exercise.
He was asked to return with full
facts about the mechanised unit. This
he did soon enough. The explanation
was still the same: the Army was carry-
ing out exercises to check its ability to
ke quick

moured Fighting Vehicles (AFVs),
carried on 48 tank transporters. The
movement was towards the capital,
which was odd.

No such thing had been noti-
fied. The Army Day celebrations
had ended just the previous day
(January 15).

f key units
during fog. He was told to send the
units back immediately. Both forma-
tions were halted, and sent back
within hours.

The mechanised unit, sourc
said, had parked itself at an industrial
park near Bahadurgarh abutting
West Delhi’s Ndjalg\rh The Pwms

concern — because, over
decades, New Delhi has come to be
totally relaxed and (ruxlful of the apo-

artillery. rcglmcnl — 79 Mcdmm
—not far from Palam.
The Army's explanation that it

litical and correct na-
ture of its military leadershi

The situation changed rapidly,
though. Reports came in of yet an-
other military movement “towards”
Delhi. This unit was identified as a
large element of the airborne 50 Para
Brigade based at Agra.
The lookouts were activated south
Delhi as well and the column was

of
ident

By this time, both columns were
being tracked and “watched”. A be-
mused establishment raised an alert
of sorts. The Defence Minister was
informed. Immediately, the Centre
put in motion an old contingency plan
todelayjustsuch amove.

Itissued a terror alert with instruc-
tions to police to carefully check all
vehicles on the highways leading to
Delhi. The objective was to slow

PM was informed
at the crack of dawn
on January 17. Quiet
checks carried out on

the location and

status of key
formations and their
commanders,
particularly in the
northwestern
region, revealed
nothing abnormal.
L

wasall asimple fog-time exercise was
then viewed with scepticism at the
highest level. The question: Why was
the well-set protocol, that any military
movement, at any time, in the NCR
(National Capital Region) has to be
pre-notified to MoD (Ministry of De-
fence) not followed?

e Army’s justification for the
specific movements did sound plau-
sible though. The mechanised unit
they said, were checking out their
ability to move and deploy rapidly in
fog, should a contingency arrive. It
could not have driven westwards
(towards Ferozepur or Fazilka) as
that would have alarmed Pakistan
since the move had not been noti-
fied to them.

There was a more elaborate ex-
planation for the paratroopers
movement. The mandated time for
the Agra-based Paras to get airborne
in an emergency is just two hours. Tt

was simpler when they were trans

ported by aircraft based “in situ”, at

the same military complexin Agra.
The new designated transport for

based the C-130s 2
the Yamuna,cast of Delh, Since fng,
lifts in Agra much later (11.30 am)
than at Hindon (8.30 am) in January,
the Armywas checking out the possi-
bility of transporting the paratroop-
ers to Hindon by road to “marry”
them with the C-130s, rather than
wait for the planes to land at Agra,
and thereby save time.

Inthe process, the Army said, they

down traffic. The Prime Minister was

many glitches. These are

Defence Minister A K Antony and Army Chief Gen. V K Singh at the new gravestone of Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw in Ooty on Tuesday.

WHAT HAPPENED

o

0n Jan 16, an entire unit of mechanised infantry based in Hisar with its fighting
vehicles began moving towards Delhi. It parked near Najafgarh

m Sizeable section of the Agra-based 50 Para Brigade also moved to near Palam
W Both were stopped and ordered to be moved back

WHAT ARMY SAYS

M These were exercises to check
effectiveness in fog

W Troops moved towards Delhi, not
outward, westward since Pakistan hadn't
been notified

' The Paras were being moved to check
out possibility of their “marrying” with
the C-130s i Hindon

now being ironed out. For example, it
was found that the shoulder-fired mis-
siles, standard equipment with Para
units, were stored not in Agra, as de-
cided several years earlier, but
Bharatpur aswas the casc originally.

So the columns were delayed by
that detour and the stop at Bharat-
pur to pick up their missiles, and
thereby also forced to take a longer
route to Delhi. The good lesson
learnt: all of the Paras’ equipment
must now be based where their home
is,at Agra.

But this was questioned too. Did
the mechanised units have to come
as far as the outskirts of Delhi to
check out their readiness? And Hin-
don is a long distance from
Palam/Gurgaon. Even on a reason-
able day, an Army convoy might take
longer moving from here to Hindon
given the snarls on Outer Ring Road
and NH-24, than if only it had
crossed the Yamuna at Agra itself
and driven through Uttar Pradesh,
parallel to GT Road. Why was the
IAF not informed of this excreise?
Again, the Army’s explanation is
they did not want to hold an elabo-
rate exercise involving the IAF etc,
or cause alarm.

The government also noted the
fact that the C-130s were not even in
Hindon then. They were in
Jaisalmer, rehearsingat their staging
base for the Republic Day flypast.
Yet another reason some in the gov-
ernment were curious was that be-
tween Army Day (January 15), and
Republic Day (January 26), when so
many Army units are involved in pa-

UNANSWERED
QUESTIONS

W Why wasn't Ministry of Defence
notified?

W Did the units have to come so far
towards Delhi?

W Why was the IAF not informed?

rades, such exercises are rare, partic-
ularly around the capital.

The Indian Express has had de-
tailed conversations with key people
and sources at the very top of the po-
tical, civil and military leadership.
here is unanimity over General V K
Singh’s impeccable reputation as a
sound, professional soldier, carned

over nearly 42 years of distingui

“curious”. All else is considered
animpossibility.

But so strained has the political-
military relationship been  these
weeks, that nothing s casily dismissed
asaroutine The tim-

BASELESS REPORTS, SAYS
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Defence Ministry spokesperson
Sitanshu Kar:

“Such reports are

completely baseless and we
categorically deny the same.”

ARMY DOES NOT DENY
MOVEMENT: ROUTINE
TRAINING

Maj Gen S L Narasimhan,
Additional Director General,
Public Information, did not deny
the movements, but said these were
routine.

“These were routine training at
the formation-level to check the
effectiveness of mobilisation as
per Standard Operating
Procedure of local formations.
Almost all units of the Army carry
outa number of such training at
different times of the year.”

' Asked if mobilisation from the two
cantonments were authoriset
Narasimhan said: “Such routine
training does not need
authorisation.”

= Why were the troops suddenly
called back? “Once the effectiveness
of the mobilisation was checked, the
troops were called back as per
Standard Operating Procedure.”

M When was the last time that troops
were moved on this scale? “Even
formation-level (higher than this
scale) mobilisation practices are
carried out routinely.
' Asked if the Ministry of Defence
sought written reports from the
commanders, Narasimhan said: “No
such explanation has been asked by
the MoD.

ing— the Chief’s petition on his date
of birth was filed on the morning of
January 16— did not help.

Sources speak of confusion and
unease in the government. To be fair,
the MoD’s considered view now
seems to be that it was a false alarm,
caused by some non-adherence to
Standard Operating Procedures
(SoPs) by the Army and an alarmist
civil/political reaction on a particu-
larly distrustful day.

We learn, however, as a conse-
quence, that certain “important cor-
rectives” have been put in place. In-
cidentally, the Home Ministry has
turned down the Army Headquar-
ters’

There is unanimity
over Gen. Singh'’s
impeccable
reputation as a
professional soldier,
earned over nearly
42 years of
distinguished
service. Nobody is
using the 'C’ word to
imply anything other

than ‘curious’.
L U]

to the events of January 16/17) to
dpp(\lm Lt Gen. Choudhary as D-G
Assam Rifles, the paramilitary force
it controls.

These are the bare facts of an un-
usual set of events. It is too early to
answer all the *hows, whys and the
what-nexts’ of this. Or to say whether
it was an avoidable case of neurosis
ndian establishment is — merci-
not familiar with.

These facts may indeed be offi-
cially denied for now. But these will
be debated for a long time, forcing
the UPA to introspect on its misman-
agement of the delicate civil-military
relationship, bruised as it is now by
charges of corruption, bribes and
bribe offers and indiscipline. These
will also have a bearing on the future
course of higher defence organisation
and control in India.

)
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Night Raisina Hill was Spooked: Two key
army units, moved towards Delhi without
notifying Govt.
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Who killed Karkare: The real face of
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"We come for every hearing in this
case. Until we are alive we are not going to
give up. We are not going to leave him (Chief
Minister Narendra Modi). We know we will
get justice even if it takes another 10 years"
(Frontline March 92012)
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“Now, at this stage, we won't let them
close the case so easily. We will keep it going
for however long it takes to get justice, You
cannot say that in 10 years nothing has
happened. Modi's name is linked to terrible
communal riots. His name is badnaamed
(sullied) all over the world. Everyone knows
his true colours since this case has got so
much attention. The fact that he has blood on
his hands... he cannot wipe that off so easily”
(Frontline March 9 2012)
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For more details:
http://Khaber.ibnlive.com/news/67291/1.
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